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Regulatory Headlines
Trump Nominates Rosenworcel to FCC
In what appears to be an unprecedented
move, former Democratic FCC Commissioner Jessica Rosenworcel will also be future
Democratic FCC commissioner if the Senate
confirms her as expected. Shortly before midnight Tuesday, June 13, President Donald
Trump signaled his intention to nominate
Rosenworcel to a five-year term and a return
engagement as a Democratic FCC commissioner.

RLECs on USF Contributions
Two telco organizations filed a joint petition
with the FCC yesterday asking the commission to temporarily reverse a previous decision that requires rural local exchange carriers (RLECs) to make contributions into the
Universal Service Fund (USF) based on
broadband as well as voice revenues. The
filing, made by NTCA – The Rural Broadband Association and USTelecom, argues
that it is unfair for RLECs to be the only ser-

vice providers required to make USF contributions on that basis.

Colorado Broadband Policy
Some states, including Colorado, are not relying solely on federal programs to help bring
broadband to unserved rural areas. Telecompetitor recently interviewed Tony NealGraves, associate director of the Colorado
Broadband Office, about Colorado broadband
policy and about the $2.1 million in grant
funding that will be made available to network operators for broadband policy. The
Colorado Broadband Office will administer
the fund.

Netflix Joins Net Neutrality Protest
Netflix is reentering the fray over net neutrality, saying it will participate in an online protest next month designed to draw attention to
a high-stakes fight over the future of the Internet.

Market Watch
USDA Awards Rural Broadband Loans
Alaska Rural Broadband Options
Growing Utility, Co-Op Broadband Entrance
FirstNet Expresses Confidence in AT&T

Questions? Comments?
Contact Chris Barron

cbarron@alexicon.net

Technology Trends
New and notable technology and services

New Home WiFi Certification

Broadband Forum & Small Providers
The Broadband Forum has always
been an advocate of driving awareness and technical specifications on
last-mile copper and fiber-based
broadband for large telcos like
AT&T, but the group sees an opportunity to assist smaller regional telcos
in their transitions to G.fast and NGPON2.

Imagine buying a brand-new home and needing to install your own electrical and plumbing
infrastructure. That’s what it’s like today when
it comes to home networking. It’s a DIY affair
in which you need to provide your own equipment and figure out the best place to set it up.
That could become a thing of the past thanks
to the Wi-Fi Alliance’s new Wi-Fi Certified
Home Design program.

CenturyLink: G.fast Part of Vision
CenturyLink’s G.fast deployment targeting
multiple dwelling units (MDUs) is all about
accelerating the service provider’s ability to
quickly get ahead of customer broadband
needs. In September 2016, CenturyLink installed G.fast in Platteville, Wisconsin, to deliver up to 500 Mbps broadband in 44 MDUs.
It is also conducting similar deployments in
Minnesota. However, the telco sees the oppor-

I N F OCUS :
Broadband
Infrastructure
Deployment Barriers
The FCC released, and of yesterday received comments on, two
Notices of Proposed Rulemaking designed to address certain barriers to deploying broadband infrastructure. One NPRM covers wireless issues, and the other addresses wireline issues. We first noted
this in the April 21, 2017 Alexicon Insider.
Wireline Deployment Barriers
In general, the FCC’s NPRM/NOI seeks to identify areas where
state and local regulations are creating barriers to deployment of
wireline broadband infrastructure, and ways the FCC can preempt
such measures. Areas in which comment is sought include pole
attachment rules, providing greater flexibility and expediting the
process when retiring copper facilities, and streamlining various
regulatory processes.
Wireless Deployment Barriers
On the wireless side, the NPRM/NOI focuses much more on the
alleged barriers at the state and local levels. Of particular interest
are the barriers claimed to be caused by compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA). Much of the impetus behind the NPRM,
in fact, seems to be driven by complaints of the wireless industry
about excessive efforts and costs related to ensuring historic properties of religious and cultural significance are not disturbed.
Several parties representing Tribal interests filed comments and did

tunity to use the technology to enhance the
reach of its Ethernet service.

IoT is a Giant Robot
The rise of a global Internet of Things network
is ultimately creating a giant, internetconnected global robot which is so disparate
and insecure that cyberattacks against it are
going to cause major societal problems if it
isn't regulated.

DHS/FBI—Details on NK Cyberattacks

The FBI and Department of Homeland Security (DHS) on Tuesday released technical details
about the methods behind North Korea’s
cyberattacks. The agencies identified IP addresses associated with a malware known as
DeltaCharlie, which North Korea uses to
launch distributed denial-of-service (DDoS)
attacks.

not spare sharp criticism of the FCC: NTTA, NCAI, Gila River Indian
Community, and National Association of Tribal Historic Preservation
Officers.
These proceedings consist of an interesting look into the Pai-led FCC. It
should surprise no one that one of the main goals is to reduce regulations; however, contrast this with the typical Republican position of
delegating as much as possible to states and local jurisdiction. These
NPRMs seek to do the opposite, and provides an insight as to the balance between deregulation and state/local control.

Alexicon at Work
Tariff Filings
As we speak, Alexicon is putting the finishing touches on interstate
access tariff revisions and the associated tariff review plan (TRP) materials for the Alexicon FCC tariff and tariffs for two other companies.
The filing is due to the FCC today.
Form 481
Next on the agenda is Form 481. While this year’s form promises to be
a little less onerous thanks to the elimination of the 5 year plan update,
there is still a lot to gather and report. We will be in touch if we haven’t already. In addition, watch for a filing procedures email soon.
Conferences and Meetings
Doug Kitch is attending and speaking at the
IndaTel Annual Summer Symposium in Kansas City, MO on June 18-21.
Questions? Comments?
Contact Chris Barron
cbarron@alexicon.net

